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to fight at great cost of human life, the 
lives of our troops and the lives of in-
nocent Iraqi civilians. 

Yet while we are contemplating 
going ahead and spending $82 billion, 
we should be thinking about the fact 
that on January 30 the Special Inspec-
tor General for the Iraq reconstruction 
issued a report that the administra-
tion’s Coalition Provisional Authority 
mismanaged $9 billion in a develop-
ment fund for Iraq funds. Not a single 
penny of the $9 billion could be ac-
counted for by the Inspector General. 

The development fund for Iraq con-
sisted of Iraqi oil revenues intended for 
reconstruction and humanitarian ef-
forts in the war-torn country, but they 
cannot account for a single penny of it. 
Now this government is asking for $82 
billion, most of it for Iraq. They could 
not account for a single penny of the 
money that the Coalition Provisional 
Authority, their authority, was respon-
sible for. How can we give them an-
other dime when they cannot account 
for $9 billion? 

We have people who do not have de-
cent education in this country, decent 
housing, our highways are falling apart 
except for our transportation bill. We 
need to focus on why they do not and 
have not produced a single shred of evi-
dence of what happened to that $9 bil-
lion. The American people have a right 
to know. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY HAS TO BE 
FIXED 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, Social 
Security needs to be fixed. It is a sys-
tem that is currently broken, and it 
must be fixed. It will go bankrupt by 
the time the eldest baby boomers re-
tire. We need to act sooner rather than 
later to fix this program. Every day we 
wait it costs us more and more. 

When Social Security began there 
were roughly 40 workers working for 
one retiree. During the 1950s it was 16 
workers per one retiree. Soon it will 
only be two workers per one retiree. 
Without reform it will go bankrupt, 
and soon. So it is not a matter of I 
want to fix Social Security or I think 
it should be fixed. Social Security 
must be fixed. And the best way to 
dothat is to transform the system into 
one where workers can put a portion of 
their Social Security savings into per-
sonal accounts. 

Investing in government bonds and 
stocks will give them a better return 
on their investment than the current 
system gives. 

We must fix Social Security. We 
must fix Social Security now. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANTS 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to oppose cuts to the Community De-
velopment Block Grant program in the 
Republican budget. 

The Community Development Block 
Grant program provides critical fund-
ing for public safety, affordable hous-
ing, economic growth initiatives for 
cities, counties and Native American 
communities. 

The district I represent strongly op-
poses these cuts. And I have heard from 
a lot of people, the Los Angeles County 
Community Development Commission, 
the League of California Cities, the 
Southern California Association of 
Nonprofit Housing, and mayors from 
various cities in California, in addition 
to the County Native American Indian 
Commission. All of them strongly op-
pose the proposed Republican budget 
which seeks to cuts back important 
funding for cities like mine, particu-
larly onethat I represent. 

The city of Rosemead has used this 
vital money to help provide residential 
rehabilitation assistance to over 100 el-
derly and disabled households. In addi-
tion, they have done testing for lead 
poisoning in low-income homes. 

So I urge my colleagues to enact a 
budget package that contains suffi-
cient funding for community develop-
ment that helps the underserved neigh-
borhoods, like mine in the 32nd dis-
trict, throughout the country.I urge 
my colleagues to support the Spratt al-
ternative. 

f 

GO GATORS 
(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise today to 
congratulate one of the Nation’s top 
public universities, the University of 
Florida, and their men’s basketball 
team on their first-ever SEC title. 

This was a Gators 40th try for the 
SEC title against a team that has de-
fined success in this event, the Ken-
tucky Wildcats. 

The Gators beat the No. 4 Wildcats 70 
to 53 on Sunday, March 13 in Atlanta, 
Georgia’s Georgia Dome in front of 
25,000 fans. 

This win marked the second time in 
8 days that Florida had beaten Ken-
tucky, which increased their winning 
streak to seven in a row. This winning 
streak comes at a very hot time, as the 
Florida Gators are heading into this 
year’s NCAA tournament. The Gators 
are playing their first tourney game 
this Friday in Nashville, Tennessee, 
against Ohio. I wish them the best of 
luck in the NCAA tournament and con-
gratulate them for their first-ever SEC 
title. Go Gators. 

NOT AN INDEPENDENT ANALYSIS 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day while testifying before a Senate 
committee, Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan said on the tax cuts, 
‘‘It turns out we were all wrong’’ about 
President Bush’s tax cuts. 

In his book, Ron Suskind quotes the 
Fed Chairman as telling Secretary 
O’Neill, ‘‘Without the triggers, that tax 
cut is irresponsible fiscal policy.’’ 

Despite his private views, Chairman 
Greenspan publicly supported the tax 
cuts without reservation. I only wish 
he had expressed publicly what he 
knew privately. 

Mr. Greenspan went on to say that he 
wanted to use the tax cuts to eliminate 
the budget surplus. Well, he succeeded 
beyond his wildest imagination. We 
now have $2 trillion in additional debt 
because of those tax cuts. Now where 
do we send that bill, Mr. Greenspan? 

The Fed Chairman would have us be-
lieve that no one could have seen this 
coming, that it was an honest mistake. 
I know something about spin. Mr. 
Greenspan, that is spin. Now, Mr. 
Greenspan advocates making tax cuts 
for millionaires permanent while advo-
cating a cut in Social Security benefits 
for the middle class, all the while be-
moaning the rising deficits this coun-
try has seen and $2 trillion of addi-
tional debt. 

Thank you very much for that inde-
pendent analysis, Mr. Greenspan. Mr. 
Greenspan, you know better. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

ADOPT A CUBAN POLITICAL 
PRISONER 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
today I stand in this great Chamber of 
democracy to adopt a Cuban political 
prisoner. Although this idea may seem 
like an idea that has no effect, it actu-
ally has a profound and everlasting im-
pact on those who are enslaved. 

Three years ago, Castro, whom we 
know to be an evil dictator who abuses 
the human rights of his people, swept 
the streets of Cuba and imprisoned 
over 70 innocent men and women who 
were calling for democracy on the is-
land. 

One of these victims is Lester 
Gonzales Penton. This young man who 
will turn 28 next week was sentenced to 
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